
THE REAL THING! 
 
Introduction 
February has famously become known as the month of love. So many of us are going to be 
hustling for that special valentine’s gift to give to our loved one to show them how much we 
love and value them. There will be millions of appreciation posts going up on social media 
today and as many pictures shared of some of the gifts that have been received. I’ve heard 
many comments over the years from some that have been searching for the significance of 
valentine’s day in their own lives. Shouldn’t we be doing all we can each and every day to 
express love and appreciation to our loved ones? Is it all real if we only doing it once a year?  
 
I’m sure for many of you it is definitely real, and you mean every word, but the reality is that 
for some it might just be a chore.  
 
Moving away from Valentines for a second… What comes to mind when you hear these 
three words “the real thing”? I automatically start thinking of all the genuine products and 
experiences I have had throughout my life. Think about those original sneakers you once 
bought that lasted you something like a lifetime! The jeans you bought 10 years ago that 
you still have to this day. These are the real deal! 
 
There is something about the real thing that we know can be trusted… we can trust what it 
is and what it is made for because it has been tested and tried over and over again over the 
years. On the opposite side of the spectrum, there are so many copies being made of almost 
everything and they just do not meet the standard when placed next to the original! Here 
are some examples that have hit the stores in more recent years that I found on the 
internet: 
 

1. Starbucks coffee – Sunbucks coffee 
2. Robo cop action figure – Robert Cop action figure 
3. Adidas – Adidos 
4. Puma – Fuma 
5. Nike – Mike 

 
The amazing thing is that so many people will buy these products because they are close 
enough to the real thing, but it is inevitable that they will end up disappointing. The truth is 
we sometimes give up the real thing in key areas of lives too… including our faith.  
 
We buy into a form of Christianity without realizing it sometimes. We follow an easy-to-
follow Jesus and easily gravitate towards our own comforts and preferences. God’s people 
throughout the scriptures have fallen into the same temptations as well. Our advantage is 
that we can look back at their lives and choose to live differently. 
 
Taking hold of the real thing in our lives requires effort and intentionality. If we are not 
committed to this, we’re almost guaranteed to settle for the copy of the real thing. Two 
stories come to mind when I think about this: The Story of Abraham and Isaac and the story 
of Saul’s appointment as Israel’s first earthly king.  
 



 
 

1. Abram and Isaac 
Abraham received a clear promise from God. He would receive a son from his own body at 
an appointed time according to God’s promise to him.  
 

• Genesis 15:1-4 “After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: 
“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield,[a] your very great reward.[b]” 2 But Abram said, 
“Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will 
inherit[c] my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no 
children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” 4 Then the word of the Lord came to 
him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your own flesh and blood will be your 
heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you 
can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring[d] be.” 

• Seems straight forward right? But little did Abram know that it would take so long!  

• In his frustration he is persuaded by his wife to manufacture the promise on God’s 
behalf. 

• Genesis 16:1-4 “Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an 
Egyptian slave named Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, “The Lord has kept me from having 
children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.” Abram 
agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his 
wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4 He slept 
with Hagar, and she conceived.” 

• Background: Hagar finds out that she is pregnant and despises Sarai… Sarai blames Isaac 
for Hagar’s hatred of her. Abram basically tells Sarai to treat Hagar whichever way she 
wants. Sarai abuses Hagar. Hagar flees and has an encounter with and angel of Lord and 
is lead back to Sarai..  

• This does not at all sound like the real thing! As Abram and Sarai try to create a “copy” 
of the promise and cause unnecessary pain and strife as a result.  

• Gen 16: 12: Ishmael, for actions not of his own doing, is going to be a wild donkey of a 
man who’s hand will be against everyone and vice versa. He will live in hostility towards 
all his brothers.  
 

2. The Israelites Forsake a true king. 

The prophets were God’s mouthpiece to the people. God was their leader and the priests 
and prophets were his agents on earth. It was always known and assumed that God himself 
was the leader of his people. However, when Samuel’s son’s start neglecting their duties the 
people see an opportunity to be led by an earthly king like all the other nations. Little did 
they realize that by so doing they were neglecting God as their king.  

1 Sam 8:4-8 “So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah. 5 They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not follow your ways; now 
appoint a king to lead[b] us, such as all the other nations have.” 6 But when they said, “Give us 
a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord told him: 
“Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they 
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have rejected me as their king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought them up out of 
Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. 9 Now 
listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign 
over them will claim as his rights.” 

• Themselves and their families would be subject to the dominant rule of their king. They 
would serve him and be subject to his decrees regardless of whether or not they were 
beneficial to everyone.  

• Saul is appointed as king and enjoys great success so long as he is committed to God’s 
ways. After a short while Saul begins to take matters into his own hands, starting by 
presenting sacrifices to the Lord having not been instructed to. This was not his role but 
that of Samuel. Ultimately his heart’s inclination to do what seems right in his own eyes 
destroys his kingship and hinders Israel’s blessing from the Lord. See 1 Samuel 13-15. 
 

• This  becomes the pattern for many more kings that would follow. As each one disobeys 
the people pay the price and are subject to God’s anger and judgement.  

 
As we have seen from the passages above we cannot manufacture the real thing that God 
offers us. It will be on his terms and on his time, when we decide to take matters into our 
own hands we subject ourselves to unnecessary turmoil and suffering. Sarai in her 
desperation persuades her husband to act on her impatience and others suffer as a result of 
this. What are you searching for? What have you tried to substitute in place of what is 
authentic, real and satisfying in your life? 
 
Story – Tristan and I were chatting last week after church. He was standing at the edge of 
the stage and he jokingly mentioned that he would fall forward with the expectation that I 
would catch him. I jokingly told him not to rely on me but to rely on the power the Holy 
Spirit to catch him. He responded by saying “imagine that! Imagine if I suddenly started 
floating above the floor” We mentioned some of the amazing things we had seen God doing 
in our lifetime and It seemed like such a long time ago since we witnessed something 
powerful. 
 
This sparked an inner wrestle within me long after our little moment. Has my faith lost its 
power? I found myself thinking about Jesus’ miracles and the experiences of those around 
him. Peter walked on water… the disciples healed the sick, cast out demons and performed 
many powerful miracles… Philip was miraculously transported after speaking with the 
Eunuch in the book of acts… and I could go on and on. 
 
I started to question the Jesus I have been following and noticed that the one I sometimes 
follow is the one I find easier to follow. He seems quite content if nothing changes in my life 
and those around me. He is quite and doesn’t seem to be moving much, he is happy with 
how things are. The biblical Jesus on the other hand is far more radical and challenging. Are 
we still following the real Jesus?  
 



The copy we can so easily fashion in our lives will never lead us to the life we were intended 
to live. What are some attitudes that we need to learn in order to pursue the real thing? 
Real Christianity rooted on the real Jesus? 
 
 

1. Search for a faith that has the real Jesus at the center of it. 
Analogy - We have to be willing to search for the manufactures symbol on it. 
 
Some turn away from the real Jesus – Jn 6:61-66 
 
Background 

• Jesus was teaching in the Synagogue at Capernaum. He begins to unpack the truth that 
he is the bread of life and that whoever eats of him will never die. He makes reference 
to the manna that had been given to the Israelites to eat in the Old Testament and 
highlights that they still died. Jesus was basically saying that he is all we need for eternal 
life. This would be a hard teaching for some of the people following him.  
 

• John 6:61-66 “60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who 
can accept it?”61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to 
them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he 
was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken 
to you—they are full of the Spirit[e] and life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not 
believe.”For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who 
would betray him. 65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to 
me unless the Father has enabled them.” 66 From this time many of his disciples turned 
back and no longer followed him.” 

 

• The encouraging thing is that the twelve disciples stayed and carried on journeying with 
him. Are you willing to stay with Jesus even when his words are a difficult and hard to 
hear?  

• Choose to follow the real Jesus. Go back and read the gospels again and again until the 
real Jesus becomes the one you follow. 
 

2. Search for your own revelation and relationship with Jesus. 
 

It’s an amazing discipline to be at church, small group etc every week! But these should be 
add-ons to an already growing and healthy personal relationship with Jesus. We have to 
taste and see for ourselves! 
 

• Analogy - Imagine going to a restaurant and ordering something from the menu only to 
find that the waiter/waitress brings you a photo of the food. Imagine them explaining 
how each part of the dish would taste and then asks you to settle the bill when you feel 
satisfied.  

• I think you would make it known to everyone there that you want the real thing! As 
helpful as an explanation or description of what the meal would taste could be, it cannot 
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compare to the real deal. The copy is not sufficient. You will still leave hungry and will 
look for something else to fill you. 

• I believe that is why the world we live in today has copies and quick fixes for everything. 
People are hungry and are not satisfied because they can only be satisfied by the real 
Jesus, but they have not chosen him.  

• Are you satisfied in Jesus right now? Is something missing in your life?  

• Philippians 3:10 “10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection 
and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,11 and so, somehow, 
attaining to the resurrection from the dead.” 

• Some of us need to cry out for the real thing… stay until that meal has been served. This 
is the spiritual discipline of seeking. 

• Psalm 63:1 “1 You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being 
longs for you, in a dry and parched land where there is no water.” 
 

 

3. Place greater weight on your own faith and stand firm. 
Be brave enough to place your full weight on what you have found to be true. Society is 
always going to be a strong influential force and if we’re not constantly searching for truth 
and leaning on it, we will get swept away by the many suggestions of the world.  

• Abram and Sarai – Abraham should have stood on God’s plan A and convinced his family 
to do the same. 

• Eve should have stood her ground against the serpent and Adam should have done the 
same if eve was deceived.  

• Paul to the Corinthians – 1 Corinthians 16:13 “Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; 
be courageous; be strong.” 

• 2 Thessalonians 2:15 “So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the 
teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.” 

• Story of our resolve as a family.  
 

 
4. Challenge 

Whether we are aware of it or not, every day we are faced with a choice to choose 
between the real thing and the cheaper copy of it. Do you pursue a real marriage or one 
that is close to that? A real purpose or something just short of it? A real Jesus or one 
that fits your preferences? A real faith or one that seems close enough?  
 
We need to daily make a choice to commit to pursuing the real thing. This will mean that 
we will live our lives with more discernment and intentionality.  To live a life in response 
to the real Jesus we need to add into our daily living a number of different attitudes 
some of which are: 
 
1. The willingness to look for the mark of the real thing – Make the resolve to keep 

learning about who Jesus really is. Search the scriptures and let that be at the 
forefront of your faith. 

2. Search for your own meaningful relationship and revelation of Jesus – Don’t live 
your life on the stories of others alone.  



3. Place great weight on your faith and stand firm in it. Be strong! 
 


