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“Jesus Unfiltered” Mark Series 

The Authority of 
Jesus 

T oday we start a new series called Jesus Unfiltered! And I’m excited to 
share it with you, as I know the Lord is going to reveal himself to people. 
Today we are going to be looking at the authority of Jesus.


Jesus said something very powerful when he was on earth, he said; 


“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” (Mat 28:18). 


In all of our lives, we have those in authority over us. It might be your parents, 
your teachers, your boss at work, your mentors, your leaders, or officials we 
have in lives, right up to the presidents and kings of this world. But there is 
one who stands above them all. Jesus.


All authority - in heaven, all authority - on earth, is given to him. It might not 
always seem like that, but that is the truth. One day, it will be plain to see. One 
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day, every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess, that Jesus Christ is 
Lord. And all who doubted the authority of Jesus will see Him for who He truly 
is.


Right now though, the world has tried to filter Jesus out. The world does not 
like being under anyones authority - let alone Jesus’ authority. The world does 
not like having to submit. The world does not like to be told what is right, and 
what is wrong. It is easier to filter out the truth. It is easier to filter out Jesus. It 
is easier to craft a world where we have filtered out everything we don’t like. 
We can filter out truth. We can filter out scripture. We can filter out our sin. We 
can filter out our flaws.


It is amazing what you can do now days with our phones – not only can you 
take photos, but you can add different filters. There are so many filter App’s 
available now. Have you seen the ‘beauty filter’ that can smooth out some of 
your imperfections? Or what about the FaceApp that can change your age! 
Tristan sent this one to me…


(Picture of ‘old’ Neil) 

Who of you like 70 year old Neil? Scary, right?!!!! You can do all kinds of 
things! You can filter my age. Or, You can change your facial hair…


(Picture of ‘long beard’ Neil) 

Who of you think I should grow my beard like this? 


It is amazing what you can do with these simple filters. You can distort the 
truth. Many of us know that the images we see online these days are not real – 
they’ve been Photoshopped! They are filtered versions of reality. 


Well friends, too often we are guilty of applying filters to Jesus too – of making 
Him look different. Maybe we try make him more politically correct, or we try 
and bend Him towards our stance on some issue and the way we view our 
world. 


It’s quite amazing - online you will find ‘White Jesus’ and ‘Black Jesus’ and 
every kind of Jesus you can imagine! 


It is my hope and prayer that as we go through this series in Mark’s gospel 
together, that we would see Jesus unfiltered – that we would see Him as He 
really is, and that He would reveal Himself to us. 


I am aware that we each come with our own filters that we apply to our faith, 
our race, our culture, our gender, our experiences, our education, our personal 
histories. But I pray that we can look beyond those filters, and see Jesus as 
God reveals Him to us.  
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The Gospel of Mark is an interesting book giving an account of Jesus’ life, 
ministry, death and resurrection. It the briefest of the Gospels and it is 
commonly believed to be the account of John Mark, one of the disciples 
mentioned in the book of Acts – he worked with both Paul and Peter as a 
missionary. 


So this book was written by a missionary! I love that. And what I love about 
Mark’s gospel is that it is to the point – he jumps right into the story  - no 
beating around the bush, no long Christmas story, he just gets to the point…


Mark 1:1  

The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 
2 as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare your way” — 3 “a voice of one calling in the 
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’ ”  

4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside 
and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, 
they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.  

6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: 
“After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with 
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Here is the first point today…


John the Baptist pointed to Jesus’ 
authority 
After introducing that this is the good news, the gospel of Jesus the Messiah – 
Jesus meaning the one who has come to deliver and rescue, and Messiah 
meaning the anointed one! Mark announces the gospel of Jesus Christ! 


Mark then jumps into a quick section about John the Baptist, who was actually 
Jesus’ cousin, who went about the countryside telling people that the Messiah 
was coming, and that they should repent and get ready. He was an unusual 
character – he had a diet of locusts and honey and wore clothing made of 
camel’s hair. But John’s ministry had one purpose - Pointing towards the one 
who was coming after him, who would be greater and more powerful – Jesus. 
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John said that although he baptised people for repentance, and with water, he 
explained that Jesus would baptise with the Holy Spirit and fire!


Jesus Himself spoke about this to the disciples after His resurrection just 
before the first Pentecost.  John, while he was a powerful preacher, recognised 
that Jesus was the one who was coming with power and authority. Verse 9; 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he 
saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 
11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you 
I am well pleased.”  

12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the 
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild 
animals, and angels attended him. 14 After John was put in prison, Jesus 
went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The time has 
come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe 
the good news!” 

Jesus’ baptism experience shows his 
authority as the Son of God 
The start of Jesus’ public ministry was when He stepped forward for baptism – 
this must have been hard for John the Baptist who felt unworthy to have such 
an honour. Some people have questioned why Jesus was baptised? John’s 
baptism was for repentance – but Jesus was without sin? 


Jesus’ baptism did two things – it showed His submission to God, and it 
marked His authority at the start of His public ministry. God the Father speaks 
over him saying; “You are my son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 
Identify. Affirmation. Authority. 


Let the world be under no false illusions. Jesus is God’s Son, and is doing the 
will of God in coming. There was no filter here. It’s Jesus unfiltered. This is the 
Son of God. Jesus also provided an example to us about baptism – it is done 
out of obedience and submission to God.


I will be baptising Kathy Cronje next weekend. Coming up on Easter Sunrise 
there is an opportunity for others to be baptised as well. Talk to one of us if 
you would like to do that.
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Verse 16;


16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his 
brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for 
people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him.  

19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called 
them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men 
and followed him. 

I love the simplicity of Jesus’ calling His disciples – He did not really invite 
them, but called them with authority.


Jesus calls his followers with authority 
‘Come, follow me’ Jesus said. ‘At once they followed him.’ Amazingly Simon, 
Andrew, James and John all followed him without delay, leaving behind their 
livelihoods. I found this so interesting.


We know from other gospels that not everyone followed Jesus so easily - we 
read of the man who wanted to bury his father and kiss his mother goodbye 
first. 


Yes, in his graciousness he invites us to follow him, and gives us freedom of 
choice, but don’t misunderstand this to mean he lacks authority. He is also the 
King of Kings. When the King of all of heaven and all of earth calls you - you 
better come.


These guys just left everything behind and followed him. They did not stop to 
negotiate terms, or to find out what the plan would be – they recognised His 
authority straight away, and they obeyed. Verse 21;


21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into 
the synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his 
teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the 
teachers of the law. 

Jesus’ teaching has authority 
We are living in a time when there are all kinds of experts. It seems like the 
internet has made everyone a teacher of something.


5



The Authority of Jesus 21 February 2021

Mark makes this sideways dig when he speaks about Jesus’ teaching – Jesus 
taught with authority, not like the teachers of the law! But when Jesus went to 
teach in the synagogue, people recognised that His teaching came from a 
place of authority and power. He knew what He was talking about, He knew 
Who He was talking about. He was not a simple messenger. 


Verse 23; 

23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure 
spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 25 
“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!”  

26 The impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a 
shriek. 27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, 
“What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders 
to impure spirits and they obey him.” 28 News about him spread quickly 
over the whole region of Galilee. 

Jesus has authority over Demons 
Mark’s introduction of Jesus in the gospel is stamped with authority all over it. 
In the wilderness after the baptism it was the angels who tended to Him while 
Satan tried to tempt Him. Straight away Mark introduced this idea that there 
was more going on that met the eye of the person watching. It was not just 
John the Baptist, the disciples, and the people in the synagogue who took 
notice of Jesus’ authority – Satan and the demons took note. 


This is subject that many believers are not comfortable with – it freaks some 
people out a bit. But the reality is that there is a spiritual world and we cannot 
be ignorant of that fact. There is a force for good – Jesus, and there is evil – 
Satan and his demons. To ignore this fact is dangerous and naïve. What Mark’s 
gospel reminds us about though, is that it’s very simple,  Jesus has authority 
over Satan and his demons – He is more powerful. The demons recognise His 
authority and obey Him.  

29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to 
the home of Simon and Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with 
a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about her. 31 So he went to her, 
took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait 
on them.  

32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and 
demon-possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus 
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healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, 
but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was. 35 
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark,  

Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he 
prayed. 36 Simon and his companions went to look for him, 37 and when 
they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!” 38 Jesus 
replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can 
preach there also. That is why I have come.”  

39 So he travelled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and 
driving out demons. 40 A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on 
his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” 41 Jesus was 
indignant. He reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” 
he said. “Be clean!”  

42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed. 43 Jesus sent him 
away at once with a strong warning: 44 “See that you don’t tell this to 
anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that 
Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.”  

45 Instead he went out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a 
result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in 
lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from everywhere. 

Jesus has authority over sickness 
As well as having authority over demons and evil, Jesus also showed that He 
has authority over sickness. We will see this again and again as we go through 
the gospel of Mark. People being healed and people being delivered. Jesus 
tried to keep it on the downlow so as not to be swamped with people needing 
attention, but of course word of wonderful things always gets leaked. 


We have taught on healing regularly as a church, and it is going to come up 
again in this series. I know that we have had many great losses over the past 
few weeks which I want to be sensitive to, but God has also done great things 
in peoples lives and we want to celebrate that. I thought it would be great to 
have Dennis Barry, share his story with what the Lord has done in his life.


(Dennis’s Story) 
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Praise the Lord. We rejoice in the Lord’s healing in Dennis life, and in others 
lives during this time, but we also think and pray for those who have loved 
loved ones. We don’t know why the Lord allows certain things to happen, but 
this we can know for sure, Jesus has authority over sickness. 


I will never forget the words of our friend Pastor Alan - cancer will not define 
me. He know that God had ultimate authority over his life, no matter what 
happened.


So if you are listening to this today, and you are facing sickness, cancer, heart 
failure, COVID, all these things are not over Jesus.


In one chapter of the Gospel of Mark, Jesus authority is established – as God’s 
son, as a leader, as a teacher, as a healer, and a deliver. All authority, in 
heaven, and on earth, has been given to Jesus.


How have you responded to his authority? Is your life completely submitted to 
him today? Are you walking in obedience to him? 


Jesus says – Come, follow me? Come, learn from me. Come, walk with me. 
How will you respond to him today?
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