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Series:  What Your Life Is Missing

Sino was unable to be with us this morning; and he is with 
Brittainy, with the possibility of the early delivery of their baby.  I 
offered to take the message in his place, and trust God to be with 
us as we look as His Word together.

Reading: 
7  I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, the deeds for which he 
is to be praised, according to all the LORD has done for us— yes, 
the many good things he has done for [His people], according to 
his compassion and many kindnesses.   8  He said, "Surely they 
are my people; [they will not be false towards me]"; and so he 
became their Saviour. 
9  In all their distress he too was distressed, and the angel of his 
presence saved them. In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
10  Yet, over time, they turned away from Him, and grieved his 
Holy Spirit. So he turned and became their enemy and he himself 
fought against them. 
[How long must it go on like this, O God?  Come to us again.]
64:1  Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that 
the mountains would tremble before you, [as it used to be]!
4  Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no 
eye has seen any God [like] you, who acts on behalf of those who 
wait for him.   5  You come to the help of those who gladly do 
[Your bidding], who remember your ways” (Is. 63:7-10; 64:1, 4, 5).

Theme:  Missing :  God – Your nearest and dearest



Introduction

We had the quietest Old Year’s Eve this last week, due to the 
curfew.
Now we are back into “No In-person Services”.  Didn’t we groan 
when this happened to us almost a year ago?  It seems like an old 
start to a New Year.
Some of you might be groaning, “I don’t think I can face another 
year of this!”
As Isaiah was given a vision of God for what he and his people 
faced, so Ezekiel received a vision of God on the move when the 
God’s people had moved out into exile.  Isaiah, in our text, is 
giving a picture of God that matched the sorrows and anguish of 
his day, and compels us to look to the Lord this year:  “Give us a 
vision of You that matches the Year we are facing.”

Perhaps what we’re missing is a vision of God that makes us more
than conquerors, through Him who loves us. The worst thing for 
us would be for God to be missing from our lives this year.  We 
need Him more than ever.

The scripture passage I have read has massive encouragement to
those who are distressed about this New Year:  “In all their 
distress he too was distressed, and the angel of his presence 
saved them” (Is. 63:9).

What a remarkable statement:  In all their distress, He too was 
distressed.  This is one of the clearest like-for-like statements in all
of Scripture, for those in anxiety and grief.  It is not without 
reason that Scripture urges, “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and 
weep with those who weep” (Romans 12:15),  because that kind 



of identification is in the very heart of God for us.  “In all their 
distress, He too was distressed.”

Let us not miss this identification of God with what you and I are 
facing.

1.  What “missing God” amounts to
“8  ..."Surely [these] are my people; [Heb.: they will not be false 
towards me]"  

I want to show you the contrast that Isaiah takes us through in 
this passage.

God loved His people and called them His own.  In verse 8 God 
said, writes Isaiah:  “8  ..."Surely [these] are my people; [Heb.: 
they will not be false towards me]"; and so he became their 
Saviour.”  Why does He say, “They will not be false towards me?”  
Isaiah is making clear that if we are true with God we will find 
Him to be true to us.  If we are false towards Him we will not be 
able to work Him out, especially when we grieve in the sorrows of
a fallen, suffering, and broken world.  In a peculiar way, this 
passage and others shows that in the way we act towards God He 
seems to appear correspondingly to us.  The text goes on to say 
that when God’s people turned their backs to Him they found 
that He seemed to have turned His backs against them.  This 
requires careful thought.

It’s easy for God to go “missing”.  Here’s how:

If we are aggrieved with Him, and poke an accusing finger in His 
face, we will find He is never there when we need Him.  How 
often haven’t you heard someone say, “God is definitely missing 



in my life.”  If you ask, “Are you honestly seeking Him out?” the 
answer generally seems to be, “Well, no,” for whatever reason.

If we hold a grudge against God, He will of course become to us 
someone who is no comfort to us at all.  Rather, we might find 
ourselves holding against Him every wrong in the world.  If 
someone hates God for this or that, in time God may well come 
across to that person as totally hateful.  This is a very real state of 
affairs for some.  

#  We know this kind of thing occurs in relationships that have 
gone sour.  When things turn south in a relationship a partner 
might complain, “I want my husband/wife back.”  The idea of 
one’s partner being “missing” can be a very real experience.

#  Again, once a couple has started to make war against each 
other, eventually they have nothing good to say about the other.  
The “missing” partner gradually becomes the “excluded” partner. 
Everything becomes wrong about the other person.  And, yet, at 
that very time, one of them might be having an affair with a lover 
who has nothing bad to say about them!  

We need to probe this further in order for us to really get into the
point that God should not be missing in our lives, since His 
concern is for us to know Him to be intimately involved with us.  

2.  God is closely involved with us
“He became their Saviour...” (v8)  He became their enemy” (v10).

God’s involvement, says Isaiah, is not a remote one.  He  is either 
Saviour or enemy.  How is this to be understood?



#  When Bron and I got married, our first few years were spent at 
a three story block of flats in Johannesburg.  Climbing three 
flights of stairs with handfuls of groceries, pram and all, is no joke.
Fortunately there was a lift or elevator in the building.   One day I 
came to take the lift to the third floor, and I saw that the doors 
were ajar, and the lift was not there.  That is a dangerous 
situation.  Something was wrong.  Being curious, I was about to 
stick my head into the shaft to find out where the lift was (how 
dumb was that!), and pulled back.  Bronwyn said to me that she 
has sadly X-rayed someone who got crushed doing such a thing.  
It is easy to see that the only safe place in the shaft is IN the lift.  
Any other place is to be playing with death.  That is what this text 
is talking about.

If I stick my head out of the steam train’s window I’m going to get 
soot in my eyes.  This I did, in my enthusiastic and silly youth, 
when going up with a group from our church to a Youth Camp on 
the banks of Hartebeestpoort Dam.  I spent the next few days 
applying eyedrops to relieve my folly.  And a pit in one of my eyes 
affects my vision to this day.  I learned the hard way that the best 
place when you’re on a railway track is In the train!  If you stick 
your eyes out where they’re not supposed to be don’t be 
surprised if you can’t see the way you should.  That’s what this 
text is talking about when it comes to the things of God.  We can’t
see Him because we have our heads where they shouldn’t be.

These snapshots hopefully give you examples of life where life 
and death hang in the balance depending on where you are.  The 
same is with God, if He is “missing” in your life, or you are out of 
sorts with Him, you are probably in a perilous place when it 
comes to relating to Him – and life and death hangs in the 
balance.  Isaiah shows us that He is either Saviour or Enemy.  We 
are either In Him safely, or outside of Him to our peril.  The 



Gospel urgently appeals to us to heed God’s call to accept His 
work for us which Jesus did on the Cross.  Jesus dealt with the 
enemy relationship and offers us His saving work – an eternal Life 
IN Him.

God, therefore, is closely involved with us, and we are called to 
come to terms with this truth.

The Apostle Paul writes about God’s inseparable involvement 
with us when he says, “If we died with Christ, we will live with 
Him; if  we endure, we will reign with Him; If we disown him, He 
will disown us” (2 Timothy 2:12).  It works both ways.

God is that closely involved with us.  David understood this 
closeness as well, in Psalm 18:  “26  To those you have cleansed 
you show yourself to be pure; but to the devious you show 
yourself to be shrewd” (Psalm 18:26).

Here’s the point.  In this world of trouble, if we respond in love to 
His love for us in Jesus Christ, we will find that there is more to 
Him as a God of love than we ever dreamed or imagined.  The 
Apostle John, put it this way:  God is love; and we love because 
He first loved us.  

This is the vision of God that I long for us to learn this year:   
God is The Lover; and we read in verse 9 that He is The Griever.  
Those who belong to Him never love or grieve without Him:  “In 
all their distress, He too was distressed.”

I appeal to you to respond to God who has given Himself to and 
for you, to be your Saviour.  Now let’s apply the point to those 
who love God with all their heart and soul. 



3.   God fills what is missing with Himself!
“4  Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God [like] you, who acts on behalf of those 
who wait for him.   5  You come to the help of those who gladly 
do [Your bidding], who remember your ways” (Isaiah 64:4, 5).

#  Out at sea, off duty, at the bow of the ship, I spent some time 
with God about how uncertain the future was.  My time in the 
Navy was coming to a close, and I had no sure thing to walk into.  
But God saw the concern of my heart and gave me a time with 
Him with changed me forever.  This scripture was my lesson for 
the day – Paul’s version of what Isaiah wrote:

“What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no 
human mind has conceived— these things God has prepared for 
those who love him"— 10  for God has revealed them to us by his
Spirit” (1 Cor. 2:9, 10).  As I thought about this passage of 
Scripture a new excitement came over me that there might be 
more ahead for me than simply a job, or things to do.  I began to 
catch a glimpse of God’s gracious desire to be “present” in my life,
and not the Missing One.  He loved me, and was calling me to 
love Him in return.  It seemed as if God was saying,  “I want to fill 
that missing feeling in your life with myself – in a new way – I 
will be your future.”

Our hearts will always be a God-shaped vacuum.  And He will 
always be the correct fit and fill for it.

Paul knew God as the fill and fit for His every situation.  He goes 
on to say, “The God of all comfort comforts us in all our troubles” 
(2 Corinthians 1:3, 4).  “Who shall separate us from the love of 



God” is based in this truth:  He is Himself our Love, when we yield
ourselves to Him.

If it has become clear to you that God is missing in your life, then I
urge you to consider receiving Him as Saviour, and as the One 
who is involved with you as your future and your hope.


