
LET JUSTICE FLOW 

INTRODUCTION 

Hello everyone. Good to be back with you. I took a week off to relax and unwind a 
bit, but I am really excited to be back, to launch our new series called “Justice is…” 

Justice is such an important subject for us to talk about today, thanks to worldwide 
media, we now have front row seats to know exactly what is going on in every part of 
the world all the time. We know what is happening in Beirut, New York, and even in 
remote places. 

As a result - We are all too aware of all the injustice in this world. From big global 
international conflicts, to issues in our own backyard - Gender based violence, 
xenophobia, corruption and racism, our headlines are all filled with injustice.  

So people are demanding justice, but what does that mean? What does that mean 
for us as Christians? How are we meant to respond? What are we meant to do about 
it?  

My prayer is that God will show us. It does not feel right to just preach a couple of 
sermons and not actually get our hands involved in making a difference. But we 
need to start by talking about these issues. By listening to one another.  

So over the next few Sundays, we will have people sharing their stories. Because we 
want to listen and understand. That won’t be easy, but it is very important that we 
don’t stay silent on this, for we will have to give account one day, for all the things we 
have been silent on. 

It is also important to me that it not just one voice, but we are going to hear the 
voices of men, women, and different cultures. God has made us all unique and 
wonderful in our own way. The Lord’s family is made up of all tribes and all different 
kinds of people, and that’s how it is meant to be. We can cherish those differences 
and celebrate our unity in Christ! 

For the parents, I also want to give you a heads up, as much as I believe that the 
issues we will be talking about are important for your children to begin to wrestle with 
as they grow and mature, you will have to use your own discernment as to whether 
you let them listen to these messages. In order to address the issues, we have to 
have some straight talk. So I would personally prefer that you rather listen to the 
messages first, and then address the issues with your kids in your own way – 
because you know your kids best. It’s important to me that none of them are 
traumatised or upset by us talking about these things. 

I also want to say that I really want to avoid this series becoming political. I am a 
pastor. I am just a simple guy who wants to know God’s heart. I know how everyone 
wants to pick a side on these kinds of issues, and no one likes a fence sitter, but 
there is nothing glorifying to God in disunity in his body. We can have difference of 
opinion, and that’s okay, but our relationship is non negotiable. Dividing ourselves, 
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when Christ has made us one, is not of the Lord. So please join me in avoiding 
sliding into that. We want to focus on God’s agenda. Not our own. 

SHARING MY HEART 

So let me start by sharing a bit of my own heart. 

Recently in our world, we have seen such chaos, so much hurt, so much pain, so 
much anger and hatred. Our own country is fractured in so many ways, because this 
world is such a broken place. Sin has infected everything, and wickedness and 
darkness is spreading. It is important that we don’t just stick our heads in the sand. 
We need to understand the reality of good and evil. 

I feel like the fear of the Coronavirus pandemic has paled in comparison to some of 
the uglier events and things that have been taking place. 

I heard someone say it like this the other day; “Covid is revealing the fractures in our 
already fragile social skeleton.” 

My heart has been.. disturbed and deeply troubled by recent events. 

When I watched the death of George Floyd under the knee of a policeman… I was 
lost for words… and deeply upset.  

Here in our own country, I have shook my head in utter amazement as we have 
heard of funds meant for Covid relief, being stolen out of greed. It is disgusting. The 
corruption and infection is staggering. 

I am appalled by of the high murder rate here in our country… in every part of our 
society. In the Cape Flats, the Townships, the suburbs around us. It reaches into 
every neighbourhood and the countryside. We recently heard of the horrific murders 
of the elderly couple and their daughter on their farm outside Pretoria. 

Some will be upset by me talking about these things, but do you think God does not 
care about this? 

Here in our very own valley, we have to have safehouses for women who have been 
through the most horrific torturous acts. How people can even do the things they do 
to each other is beyond my understanding. 

And I know some of you will tell me; “Neil, it’s nothing new. Wickedness is nothing 
new. Depravity is nothing new.” I know. Perhaps we just hear about it more, but to 
me, it feels like darkness is rising. A person’s life today, is of less value than their jolly 
cellphone. How did we get here? Wickedness is all around us. Corruption all around 
us. Poverty all around us. Hunger all around us. 

Let’s be honest, for most people, Justice feels more like a lost dream, rather than a 
lived experience.  

Many years ago God’s people faced a similar struggle. They were surrounded by 
injustice. The heart of their nation was corrupted. They had allowed their morals and 
values to decay. The wealthy leaders were wickedly oppressing the poor. Anger and 
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hatred were spreading like wildfire. Righteousness was nowhere to be found, and 
filled by the Spirit of God, a young shepherd, who nobody knew, who did not even 
come from a prophetic line, cried out to God and said;  

“Let justice flow like a stream, and righteousness like a river that never goes 
dry.” (Amos 5:24 GNT) 

You see my friends… in a time of deep injustice... Amos believed that God could 
make a difference. Amos believed that God was an all-powerful, almighty ruler. Amos 
believed that his God ruled the heavens, as well as the earth, and that he ruled over 
all nations! And Amos believed that God wanted justice and righteousness to flow. 
So as we begin this series, I want us to echo Amos’ cry, I have called todays 
message; 

“LET JUSTICE FLOW” 

Can you make that your cry as well with me today? Please Lord! Let your justice 
flow! 

You see my friends, I believe it is God’s heart to let justice flow in our nation and in 
our world. Throughout the bible, you will find descriptions of God’s heart for justice. 

Isaiah 30; “For the LORD is a God of justice.” (Isaiah 30:18 NIV). 

Isaiah 61; “For I, the Lord, love justice” (Isaiah 61:8 NIV) 

Even Moses, the great leader of the people of God, who was handed the 
commandments of God, that he knew God intended to govern the life of the 
community he wanted to form… 

He said this; “Justice and only justice you shall follow, that you may live and 
inherit the land which the Lord your God gives you.” (Deut 16:20 NIV).

So biblically, following the way of justice, was a huge part of what it meant to live a 
Godly life. This would bring the blessing of the Lord – inheritance of land and the gift 
of God. Simply put. God expects justice to be done. 

So, God wants justice to flow… but it does not always look like that is happening, 
right? 

The prophet Jeremiah also found himself frustrated at all the injustice that he saw 
around him. He brought his case before the Lord and asked him; “Why Lord???” 

Why does the way of the wicked prosper? (Jeremiah 12:1 NIV) 

I am sure you can relate! It looks like wicked people just get away with doing wicked 
things. It looks like the corrupt people get away with doing corrupt things. But don’t 
be deceived friends. God cannot be mocked. God’s time is not our time, and justice 
will be served. If not in this life, then in the life to come. 

Listen to the words of King David in Psalm 36; 
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1 I have a message from God in my heart concerning the sinfulness of the 
wicked:  There is no fear of God before their eyes. 2 In their own eyes they 
flatter themselves too much to detect or hate their sin. 

3 The words of their mouths are wicked and deceitful; they fail to act wisely or 
do good. 4 Even on their beds they plot evil; they commit themselves to a 
sinful course and do not reject what is wrong. 

But… 

5 Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies. 6 Your 
righteousness is like the highest mountains, your justice like the great deep. 
(Psalm 36:1-6) 

God’s justice will be poured out. It might feel like God is not doing anything about 
some of the things that are happening in our world, but His justice is like the great 
deep, it is welling up, and it will come.  

1 - JUSTICE IS IMPORTANT TO GOD 

In the book of Luke, we have a record of Jesus’ first sermon. It is kind of His mission 
statement – why He came. He said; 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19) 

Jesus made it clear from the very beginning, that He cares for the oppressed – those 
who have been unjustly treated. This was His mission statement, it shows us what is 
important to God. Justice – doing the right thing and treating people well is important 
to God – therefore it needs to be important to us as well. 

This is a theme through the Bible – God not only cares about how we live, but also 
how we treat one another.  

2 - GOD CARES ABOUT HOW WE TREAT ONE ANOTHER 

Don’t fall into the trap of only thinking your ‘religious’ devotion is important to God, he 
cares about how we look after one another, and especially the vulnerable in society. 
In those days it was the women, children and the foreigners. If you want to know how 
your faith in God is really doing – look at how you are treating others. 

In Isaiah 58 God says; “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the 
chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free 
and break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to 
provide the poor wanderer with shelter— when you see the naked, to clothe 
them, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? (Isaiah 58:6) 

We cannot separate justice from following Jesus. If you say you are a Christian, and 
that you belong to him – you have a job to break chains of injustice. There have 
been times in the church’s history when we have messed up on this, we have been 
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silent when we should not have been – that is not ok. Justice is not an optional extra 
to the Christian life, and we will be held accountable before God about this. 

Another thing that I want us to learn in this series is this; 

3  - SOME ENTIRE SYSTEMS ARE UNJUST 

It is important that when we deal with justice, that we don’t just think on a individual 
basis, but also an entire system. Sometimes whole systems can be unjust. 

For example - You may have heard of systemic racism. Although it’s not a easy topic, 
a good way to explain it is by pointing to the holocaust. Tim Keller preached a 
powerful message on this. With the Nazi system, at the top, you obviously had the 
Nazi leadership, but then you also had all these lower levels, right down to the 
concentration camp guards. But the system did not end there. You also had the civil 
leaders in the cities and towns, who knew about things, but did nothing. For the 
system to work – it went right down to the baker in town. He might have had nothing 
to do with what happened in the camps, but he probably knew about them, and just 
turned a blind eye out of fear. Even though there were a lot of good people living in 
Germany at the time, it took a whole system to make what happened work. 

Here in our own country... We know all well about how unjust systems can be used 
to oppress people. Although we might never have done anything ourselves, we need 
to recognize when we are a part of a whole system that is unjust. 

Jesus pointed this out to the religious leaders of his day. In Mathew 23 he said; 

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a 
tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more 
important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. (Matthew 23:23) 

They had set up an impossible system that focused on the wrong things. In the 
weeks to come, as we look at different issues and justice, we will see that sometimes 
it is not just the individual treatment of people that is the problem, but sometimes the 
whole system is unjust – some by design and some by accident.  

I know that as some of you listen to this… you have been deeply hurt through a 
unjust system. I pray that the Lord will bring healing to your whole life. 

So, I wanted to give us some guidelines for how to interact with this series – I don’t 
want it to be an academic exercise where we all say, ‘Yes Neil, that’s just terrible’ and 
we do nothing. So here are some questions to ask yourself as we move though this 
series. 

WHAT DOES GOD WANT YOU TO DO? 

• Examine yourself 
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If we are honest with ourselves, and before God, some of these topics we plan to go 
through are personal for us, and might be uncomfortable to work through as we think 
through our own attitudes and behaviours. Examine yourself. Pray this; 

Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 
(Psalm 139:23) 

Ask God by His Holy Spirit to reveal to you areas in your life where you have been 
unjust, held wrong attitudes or been silent when you should have spoken. Seek 
God’s forgiveness and ask Him is there something He wants you to do? 

• Don’t avoid tough issues 

Like I said; it is so easy to be overwhelmed in the face of injustice – it seems never 
ending and you may be tempted to feel that you could never make a difference, so 
what’s even the point? Some people even turn it into a theological argument, that the 
Book of Revelation shows that things are going to get worse before Jesus comes 
again, so why even try?   

I think part of the problem is that we live in a result orientated world – and if we don’t 
see results, we give up, but we need a God perspective on this. God does not call us 
to results-based-justice only, but he calls us to live out His standards for our lives, 
Regardless of the results. Even though we may never solve world hunger, God 
doesn’t condemn us anywhere about that, it’s not just about big results, but about 
our interactions and our relationships.  

• Have difficult conversations – seek to learn & understand. 

Sometimes when things are difficult or uncomfortable, we avoid talking about them, 
but we cannot learn, grow or address the issues if we ignore them. Rather, with 
gentleness and humility, we need to have those hard conversations with you family, 
and friends. The apostle Paul said; 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. (Colossians 
3:12) 

Let us clothe ourselves with humility. Let’s be teachable about things we have never 
experienced. Be willing to learn and to let others speak about how they have been 
hurt.  Be compassionate and humble in your conversations, but make sure you have 
those important conversations.  

• Practice repentance, forgiveness & reconciliation 

There is still so much healing needed in all of our lives. 

This series may bring up hurts that you or other people in our church family have 
faced. It is important that we allow people to raise their hurts without feeling they are 
being judged or that they are offending people. Rather we need to be a community 
that practices forgiveness – acknowledging when we have done wrong and when we 
have been wronged. Seeking forgiveness from God and from one another.  
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When we have wronged someone intentionally, unintentionally, by direct action or by 
participation in a broken system, we need to practice repentance. If you have been 
the wronged person, I urge you to practice forgiveness – forgiveness does not mean 
that the hurt was minimal or does not matter – it really does matter, but forgiveness 
is the act of showing grace instead of punishment to one another just as God does 
towards us. 

Remember how Jesus taught us to pray; 

“And forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us. (Mat 
6:12 NLT) 

It’s a two way forgiveness – the forgiveness we all need - and the forgiveness we all 
must give. 

• Fight the spiritual battle in prayer 

Church, I hope you won’t be offended by this, but it really breaks my heart that we 
have so few who are gathering together to pray at the moment. I know lockdown has 
made a physical gathering impossible, but we have a prayer meeting every Tuesday 
at 7pm online. If we can only muster 7 people to pray together. That is a sad 
indictment on our church. 

I am sure that many of you have been praying alone during this time, but I really 
encourage you to pray together with us! We have to respond to injustice and evil in 
our world with a different strategy. You cannot face worldly wickedness with a worldly 
strategy. That is not going to work. We can’t fight fire with fire. When we do that, we 
are disqualifying ourselves from God’s help. This is not a battle against flesh and 
blood. 

The bible says that 12 our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. (Eph 6:12 NIV) 

How do you beat an enemy like this? How do you kill such a thing? You can’t protest 
against it. You can’t shoot it with a gun. In order to beat it, you have to be in right 
standing with God. You have to be surrendered to Him, willing to serve Him, and you 
have to pray - then he can use you as a spiritual weapon.  

Let me remind you friends that the real enemy is not of this world. There are 
demonic powers inciting hatred and violence. There is a demonic spirit that wants to 
incite people to murder people. 

When last did you get onto your knees to pray. When last did you get into your closet 
to pray – when last did you get in your war room? We are not even citizens of this 
world anymore. We are citizens of heaven. So we have to use heavens strategies. 
We pray. We praise.This is how we fight our battles. God can do anything. When you 
put your trust in God. He is the one who holds your justice. So pray! There is no 
other way. 

 7



The people of God once found themselves stuck at the Red sea with the worlds most 
powerful army at their back wanting to kill them – but God made a way through the 
sea. Children of God. Get on your knees and pray like never before. Declare his 
word. Speak life! 

God alone has the power to save South Africa. If you are getting angry, and you want 
to rise up. Then rise up in prayer. This country won’t be saved by politics. Only God 
can save this land. No one else can save us. No big gun can save you. No burglar 
bars can save you. Only God can save you. 

Please would you pray with us. Come and cry out to God with us. surely; 

“will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day 
and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get 
justice, and quickly.” (Luke 18:7-8) 

Finally, although prayer is huge. God also wants us to… 

• Do something - Get proximate 

The prophet Micah spoke to the people of God about what God expected of them. 
It’s actually very simple and clear; 

 “He (the Lord) has showed you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord 
require of you, but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
God.” (Micah 6:8) 

God is calling some of us to participate in dealing with injustice. It will mean different 
things for different people. For some, God is calling us to advocacy work. That 
means speaking for and doing things on behalf of those who can’t do it for 
themselves. 

For others, we can just do our part wherever the spirit leads us. That might be as 
simple as sharing a meal with someone who is hungry. The practical things we can 
do to make a real difference are endless. 

But never forget – we are all called to share the gospel. We are not just meant to 
look after the social and justice issues. We are called to share the good news of 
Jesus Christ. I had a coffee with my friend Richard Anderson the other day, and he 
said this; “We are sending people to hell with full stomachs and empty hearts.” 
– Richard Anderson 

So let’s keep telling people about Jesus. He is the only hope of salvation. And let’s 
do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Let’s pray; 

Father, like Amos prayed; “Let your justice flow!” Please Lord, we want to see a 
mighty flood of justice flowing over this land. 
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Father, we ask that you would bless us with a restlessness against the status quo. A 
holy discontent. Help us to know how to deal with injustice, oppression and 
exploitation. 

Please give us soft hearts, to know how to love those suffering from pain, rejection, 
hunger, and loss. We pray you would transform their pain into joy. 

We are going to close our service with a song, which Damian and Janine are going 
to lead us in as a Response. Behold 
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